Multiple Corpora Lutea in Dromedary Camels: Are They Associated with Multiple Pregnancies?
The aim of this study was to investigate whether multiple corpora lutea (CL) in dromedary camels were associated with multiple pregnancies. Three experiments were carried out. In the first experiment, reproductive tracts of 124 slaughtered female camels were examined for the incidence of multiple CL and the pregnancy status. In the second experiment, uteri and ovaries of 50 females were examined by ultrasound between the fourth and fifteenth weeks of pregnancy to estimate the number and location of the embryos/fetuses and the number of associated CL. In the third experiment, 20 females were mated and the pregnant animals were followed weekly to estimate the pattern of embryonic and fetal growth. At the slaughterhouse, multiple CL were detected in 44.4% of the pregnant animals. By ultrasonography, the incidence of twinning and triplets was 52%. The incidence significantly (P < 0.05) decreased from the fourth to the thirteenth week of pregnancy. Intrauterine growth retardation (IUGR) was observed in all animals of twins and triplets. Only one viable fetus could be detected after the ninth week of pregnancy in each pregnant animal. Both conceptuses died in one animal. In conclusion, multiple CL in dromedary camels are usually associated with multiple pregnancies. IUGR occurred in all animals of twins/triplets, with only one fetus surviving after the ninth week of pregnancy.